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Sex orgies, prostitution, porn: Allegations shake Catholic
Church in Italy

St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City
(Photo: Giorgio Onorati, epa)

USA today reports accusations of Catholic priests
 involved in sex orgies, porn videos and
prostitution in a news article dated March 9, 2017.
Let’s take a look at the article:

Lurid accusations of priests involved in sex
orgies, porn videos and prostitution have
emerged from several parishes in Italy
recently, sending shock waves all the way
to the Vatican and challenging the high
standards Pope Francis demands of clergy.

In the southern city of Naples, for example,
a priest was recently suspended from the
parish of Santa Maria degli Angeli over
claims he held gay orgies and used
Internet sites to recruit potential partners
whom he paid for sex.

The allegations concerning the Rev. Mario
D’Orlando were brought to the attention of
the diocese when an anonymous letter was
sent to a Naples bishop. D’Orlando denied
the charges when he was summoned by
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the city’s archbishop, Cardinal Crescenzio
Sepe, but is now facing a formal inquiry
conducted by local church officials.

In the northern city of Padua, a 48-year-old
priest, the Rev. Andrea Contin, is facing
defrocking as well as judicial proceedings
amid accusations he had up to 30 lovers,
some of whom he took to a swingers’
resort in France.

Contin was removed from his parish of San
Lazzaro after three women came forward
with complaints against him in December.
Bishop Claudio Cipolla of Padua cut short a
visit to Latin America to deal with the
scandal.

“I am incredulous and pained by the
accusations,” Cipolla said at a news
conference last month. “This is
unacceptable behavior for a priest, a
Christian and even for a man.”

One woman, who claims to have been
Contin’s lover for more than three years,
claimed the priest carried sex toys and
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bondage equipment, prostituted his lovers
on wife-swapping websites and also invited
other priests from the area to sex parties.

“Even if, at the end of this affair, there are
no legal consequences, we have a duty by
canon law to take disciplinary action,” said
Cipolla.

He also revealed Pope Francis telephoned
him personally at the end of January to
offer his support and urge him to stay
“strong.”

Since his election the pope has taken a
tough line on ethical behavior in the
church, though he has also recognized the
reality of human imperfection and personal
flaws.

In recent weeks the pontiff has spoken out
many times against “temptation,” and last
week he told a gathering of clergy at the
Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome that
faith could not progress without the
challenge of temptation.
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“Temptation is always present in our lives.
Moreover, without temptation you cannot
progress in faith,” he said.

Alberto Melloni, professor of church history
at the University of Modena and Reggio
Emilia, said there is nothing unusual about
scandals in the priesthood.

“There is no sin that a cleric doesn’t
commit. Scandals to me seem quite
normal,” he said.

“And I think the illusion of stopping
scandals through better selection of
personnel is not very promising and has
not yielded great results. ”

Francis has frequently called for a more
rigorous screening process for
seminarians, and he has taken direct
action when scandals erupt in Italy.

A case in point: When reports of “playboy
priests” surfaced in the Italian diocese of
Albenga-Imperia in the northern region of
Liguria in late 2014, the pope sent a
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special envoy to investigate claims that
clerics had posted nude photos of
themselves on gay websites, sexually
harassed the faithful and stole church
funds.

Two years later the pope replaced the
leader of the diocese, Bishop Mario Oliveri.

Austen Ivereigh, commentator and author
of The Great Reformer: Francis and the
Making of a Radical Pope, said the pope
distinguished between sinfulness and
corruption and was intent on “rooting out”
corruption inside the church.

“The remedy for those who succumb to
temptation is forgiveness and a fresh
start,” Ivereigh said. “The problem is when
priests turn their backs on the people, lead
hidden lives and end up justifying their
conduct. That’s corruption.

“And it’s only possible in the
priesthood because of clericalism.
That’s why the pope is so intent on rooting
it out.”
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Clericalism? What is clericalism? Look at the definition in Wikipedia:

“In a pejorative manner, “clericalism” is often used to denote an
ecclesiolatry approach to issues beyond the church by either clergy or their
supporters, as well as to describe the cronyism and cloistered political
environs of Christian denominational hierarchy, mainly in reference to the
Roman Catholic Church.”

(SOURCE: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clericalism)

It’s the Catholic Church’s man-made hierarchy and institutionalism. A “good ol’ boy” buddy
system.

What dogma underlies these sex scandals? Priestly celibacy the Church requires.

“Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will turn away from the faith by
paying attention to deceitful spirits and demonic instructions through the hypocrisy of liars
with branded consciences. They forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.” (1
Timothy 4:1-3 NAB)

“They forbid marriage” (vs. 3)!

The Catholic Church should know better. It looks like they are mostly concerned only after
being exposed publicly. Instead of excusing gross sin by saying “without temptations you
cannot progress in faith,” the Catholic Church should go by the Bible, which says Christian
leaders should be “self controlled, decent” (1 Timothy 3:3 NAB), also “must have an
impeccable character” (1 Timothy 3:2 NJB).
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Instead, “they claim to know God, but by their deeds they deny him. They are vile and
disobedient and unqualified for any good deed.” (Titus 1:16 NAB)
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